
 
Electing our President - 1860 

The Election of  Abraham Lincoln 

Every four years our country experiences a very unique 
activity...the electing of our President for the 
subsequent four years.  Viewing this activity each time 
may cause us to feel that we're re-inventing the 
process each time, but in essence the way we elect our 
leader has changed little over the years.  He is elected 
to be the President for  all of us by the majority of 
those people voting.  And just as we may agree or 
disagree with decisions made by this leader, we still 
respect him as our elected president...and wait four 
years to make a change, if we view a change being 
needed.. 

One of the unique resources available to us here at 
Durand High School through our combined high school and community library are 
local newspapers going all the way back to the age of Lincoln...the 
1860's.  Following are some excerpts from the Pepin County Press from the year 
1860 having to do with the electing of the president...in this case, Abraham 
Lincoln.  Is the newspaper partial to one candidate over another....  Read the 
following excerpts and decide for yourself. 

Below is an article about a voter named Cyrus Allen from the September 1, 1860 
edition of the Pepin County Press, expressing not the opinion of the editor....or 
does it? 
  

  

 

 

Vote the           Jefferson 
Clinton              Ticket! 



 
Pictured above is an advertisement from a newspaper printed March 7, 

1804  
promoting the incumbent (Thomas Jefferson) for reelection. Cyrus Allen 

who is mentioned below, voted in this election, his 2nd opportunity to vote. 
(Note:  This was not from Pepin County newspaper) 

Pictured below  is an ad promoting the election of Abraham Lincoln,  
taken from the Pepin County Press  from September 1st, 1860. 

  

Vote for Lincoln-Hamlin! 

 
 
Our venerable friend, Cyrus Allen of this village has voted at every Presidential 
election since the year 1800, and his mind is still vigorous and active.  He cast his 
first vote for Thomas Jefferson.  Mr. Allen knew "little Steve Douglas" when he 
was only "so high," and knows him too well to vote for him.  Mr. Allen informs us 
that he knew Steve when he was apprenticed to a cabinet maker, from whom he 
ran away at the end of three months.  His boss did not like him, because because 
he was not truthful.  Mr. Allen now finds the Jeffersonian principle in Abraham 
Lincoln, for who HE WILL VOTE, in November next, if he is able to get to the polls. 

 
The Election of  Abraham Lincoln 

 
The following is taken from the June 23, 1860 

 edition of the Pepin County Press 
 
 

Lincoln and Hamlin Club 



    Soon after the tidings arrived from Chicago, that the National Republican party 
had unanimously selected Abe. Lincoln for the standard bearer during the coming 
campaign, the Republican element of this village organized itself into a society 
under the above name. 

   The aim has not been to attract popular notice, but to form a nucleus 
around which it is expected to concentrate the political, 
personal, and intellectual influence of all intelligent and free 
thinking men in our community.  The club has been quietly at 
work since its formation, forming a constitution, adopting 
resolutions, enrolling names, and getting the society into 
efficient working order. As soon as the action of the Baltimore 
Convention is known, the campaign will begin to excite a 
deeper interest in all parties.  There are men who wish to act 

and vote as men; such individuals wish to know the actual condition of the 
political issues of the day; and to keep them posted is one aim of the 
Club.  Nothing is ever lost to the cause of truth by free and full investigation.  For 
this purpose, we invite our fellow citizens to meet with us.  Come and enroll your 
names and meet with us as often as possible. 

    Although Republican principles are decidedly predominant, there is no ground 
to loose.  Every vote in the town should, and doubtless will be polled.  Although 
the present campaign is a national one, the work must be done by sections, by 
towns, by individuals.  As the minute men of 1776 aided much in the success of 
freedom, so the freemen of the present day must not neglect the primary 
meetings.   

    The next regular meeting of the Club will be held at their head quarters on 
Saturday evening, the 30th inst. Let there be a full attendance at the "Wigwam". 

 
 

And following is another article from the same newspaper giving  insight into the 
conflict which was brewing in our country which led men to change political party 
affiliations, and would ultimately lead to the splitting of our country, North and 
South,  and to the Civil War.  Often we've felt that these issues were only 
important in Southern states, but obviously they were a concern here in the 



frontier mid-west also.... 
 
 

Having been a member of the National Democratic party, during the past ten 
years - ever since we cast our first vote - it is but natural that our friends should 
be curious to know the reason of our apparently sudden transit into the ranks of 
the Republican party; and very proper, owing to the position that we have 
assumed, that their curiosity should be gratified; which we will here endeavor to 
do in a few words. 

    The transit has been gradual, however; and we now marvel that we have been 
able to keep within the shadowy and fluctuating domain of the (so-called) 
Democracy thus long. We were first a democrat when the party was pure; when 
its humane and liberal measures were incorporated into the policy of our Nation, 
and gave it a great share of the honor that was awarded it by the world at large-
when it was emphatically an anti-slavery extension party in sentiment, and held 
that the question of slavery in the territories should be left to Congress, a position 
that was not refuted by any political party of that day. 

    The next radical change was a Douglas summerset, which we had to execute 
when our turn came, or step out of the ring, and which we accordingly did, with 
mingled emotions, of compunction and enthusiasm.  We denied what we before 
held to be true, and maintained that slavery should be left to a decision of the 
people of the Territories - and consequently the Missouri  compromise was a 
complete nuisance to the country, and its repeal was very salutary to the welfare 
of the country, and a bar to the extension of slavery; nor was our professed faith 
in this position shaken, until the tenets  of our party was again changed through 
the Dred Scott decision. 

    Our democratic enthusiasm, we admit was beginning to cool when we were 
called upon by our party to proclaim that neither Congress nor the people had 
any power over the institution of slavery, but by the vigor of the constitution it 
was carried into the territories, and when there, could be controlled by 
"unfriendly legislation." Our faith in democracy by this time, was very small; but 
we had been so long a laborer in the vineyard, we had not the moral courage to 
leave it even now that the vines were nearly all plucked out, and we were 
required to cultivate noxious weeds.  We still kept the field, determined to 



cultivate the few remaining vines; but they were soon ruthlessly destroyed by the 
leaders of democracy, who now hold that the constitution of the United States is 
paramount to "unfriendly legislation" in the territories, and property, (slaves) 
must be protected whether in the States, Territories, or on the high seas; and that 
a Congressional slave code and the reopening of the African slave trade, are just 
the measures this great, free, and enlightened country demand.  These 
Democratic principles are too progressive for us.  We are too foggy to retain our 
enthusiasm and perform the still vaulting of our leaders.  The democracy now 
denounces as treasonable and fanatical that which it used to uphold as patriotic 
and the desideratum of a liberty loving people.  We now go back to the first 
principles of democracy, better expressed through resolutions adopted by the 
Wisconsin Democratic State Convention, a few years since among which are the 
following: 

"Resolved: That we are opposed to the extension of slavery into territory now 
free." 

"Rendered:  That we are opposed to the admission of any new states into this 
union, the Constitution or laws of which create or sustain slavery." 

  

The Election of  Abraham Lincoln 
 

The following is taken from a November,  1860 
 edition of the Pepin County Press 

 
 
 

The Great Triumph 

 

Lincoln Elected!! 

 



Within a few hours after the closing of the polls, the telegraph brought us the 
grateful tidings of a complete Republican Triumph! The following is a synopsis of 
the Republican majorities: 

Massachusetts....................................................................      70,000 
Vermont............................................................................       10,000 
New York........................................................................        50,000 
Pennsylvania.....................................................................     50,000 
Ohio................................................................................        35,000 
Indiana.............................................................................      18,000 
Illinois.............................................................................       45,000 
Wisconsin.......................................................................        25,000 
Minnesota......................................................................          9,000 

Putier (rep.) is elected to Congress from the first district.  Hanchett's (rep.) 
majority "is way up out of sight." A. Scott Sloan (rep.) is elected from the third by 
a large majority over. 

 

Later 

 

Yesterday’s papers give us further information in regard to the result of the great 
conflict.  This puts the election of Lincoln and Hamlin beyond all possible 
doubt.  We condense (the information). 

Rhode Island gives Lincoln 4,403 majority, Connecticut a majority of 10,000.  A 
dispatch  from Columbia says the legislature will not arm the State till it is known 
that Lincoln is elected.  

The Republicans claim Illinois, Legislature and State, by 15,000. Chicago gives 
Lincoln 3,092 majority; a gain of 2,000 in two years. 

Lincoln has earned every Free State east of the Rocky Mountains, save New 
Jersey.  The latest advises go to show that Douglas has probably not carried a 
state. 


